Stop Pulllng the Wagon

9-11 Remembered A New Challenge
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The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has impacted virtually everyone's life, some in more ways

than others, but all of us.

In one positive way | am reminded of the period following the attack on 9-11-01.

If any good came from the terror and tragedy of that horrible day it was that we experienced a
coming together in America that was unique in my adult lifetime.

In the face of a common enemy we found a common purpose and good.

We united as a nation, as a people and as Americans. Color did not matter. Social standing lost it's
importance. Politics was forgotten - at least for a time. Neighbors joined with neighbors. There was
an air of courtesy and acceptance of each other despite whatever differences we might of had
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before the event.

As Americans we joined hands and hearts in sorrow and in pride and celebrated our common love
of country and each other.

In a similar way | have sensed some measure of that time in the current test being presented by a
different adversary - this Coranavirus COVID-19.

Despite the shortages at our local supermarkets and the need, even requirement for social
distancing, | am noticing more courtesy, patience and even friendly smiles among shoppers.

For the most part, we as individuals, seem to have put political disagreement and name calling on
the shelf, at least for now. Many national political leaders who are generally bitter foes have
demonstrated a softening of tone and been able to co-operate for the general benefit of all . Even if
temporary, it's arelief from the seeming constant drumbeat of political infighting we have come to
expect. A welcome relief with perhaps just a glimmer of hope for the future.

In our area we have our own social Neighborhood Network where we communicate and share with
folks in our immediate area. (I am told the Nextdoor.com app is available nationwide). What | am
seeing happen makes me proud and has strengthened my faith in others. | see postings offering
help to those in need. Offers to run an errand for a shut-in, help with a chore, shopping, even a
package of toilet paper at a time when the stores are all completely out.

| don't see people offering to help if you are a fellow Democrat or a fellow Republican or a fellow
whatever. Just neighbors willing to help neighbors without conditions. It is a wonderful thing and
makes me proud to be one of those neighbors.

This Virus "thing" shows no favorites and my greatest wish is that we could all carry on
indefinitely this common goodwill feeling after this virus is finally controlled or better, history.

If you have the same desire, please share that feeling with others. | believe we would all be richer
as a people if we did so.

Bob Bandy - April 2020
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